Hox codes and positional specification in vertebrate embryonic axes.
We have compared the ways in which vertebrate Hox genes are used in the patterning of three distinct embryonic contexts, the branchial region, the somites, and the limb. We have identified common features of the three systems, but have suggested on the basis of their differences (in both embryological properties and use of Hox genes) that it is better to consider each as an independent system for regional specification. Nevertheless, there are sufficient common features to expect that exploitation of the distinct experimental advantages of each system will provide important insights to the mode of operation of the others.